Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

N1230 Seven Corners Rd New Holstein, WI

920-898-5333

gloriadeilcwi@gmail.com

IMPORTANT DATES TO
REMEMBER:
May 2 – 6 pm Choir
7pm Worship

May 6 – 9am Worship
Confirmation

May 8 – 6pm Council Meeting
May 9 – 6 pm Choir
7pm Worship

May 11 – Bake Sale
May 13 – 9am Worship
Noisy Offering Sunday
Mother’s Day

May 14 – 5:30pm Worship & Music
May 16 – 6 pm Choir
7pm Worship

May 20 – 9am Worship
Temple Talk Sunday

May, 2017
Now that it’s spring, the weather is getting a little nicer
outside, which allows us to exercise a little more; taking
evening walks, playing softball, soccer, golf, or whatever form
your exercise takes. I have discovered that the first long walk I
take outside after the snow leaves, is later accompanied by
some aches and pains or that first golf ball I ‘try’ to hit does
not go where I had hoped for it to go. However, once I get
back into walking more or hitting a few more balls, the pains
are reduced and the ball begins to fly a little straighter. While
practice may not make perfect, practice does make the task
easier and more enjoyable.
Exercising our faith is much like exercising for a sporting
activity. If we don’t exercise our faith regularly, we may
become a little rusty in actual practice, which makes reduces
our effectiveness. So, how do we exercise our faith? By
remembering to love God with our heart, soul, and being;
together with, loving our neighbors ourselves. However, the
activity of love requires practice and exercising. It’s easy to
love people that we agree with, but how about loving those
people we don’t agree with? How do we approach love with
(Continued on page 2)

May 21 – 6:30pm Music & Worship
Committee Meeting

May 23 – 6 pm Choir
7pm Worship

May 27 – 9am Worship
May 28 – Memorial Day Office Closed

Inside this issue
Just Thinking................................. 1-2
Announcements .............................. 3
Vacation Bible Camp………….3
Council Meeting Minutes .......... 4-5
Worship Committee News ........ 6
Strategic Plan Committee ............. 6

A Story About Vision & Strategy
......................................................... 7-8
Confirmation Notice ..................... 8
April Liturgy and Worship Meeting discussions ................................. 9
Graduates Service........................... 9
May Calendar ................................ 10
Worship Helper List ................... 11

1

Pastor’s Ponderings continued
an open mind and heart? Perhaps we could consider
exercising ‘how to be lovingly faithful’?
A great way to learn how to ‘faithfully exercise’ is
participating in weekly worship (either Sunday at
9:00am or Wednesday at 7:00pm). Here is where we
gather together as a family, singing, listening, studying,
praying, and eating. Our worship time is a safe place to
practice the activity of loving each other, by lifting up
each other; as the Apostles did in the early church
(refer to Acts – chapters 1, 2, and 3). Our worship time
is a safe time to practice our relationship skills. Our
worship time is a safe place for reflection with God. A
simple question to ask is, ‘What are you calling me to
do?’

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Bake Sale – June 15th

Congregational Picnic – September 9th
in conjunction with Rally Sunday
Rummage Sale – September 15th
Fall Fun Fest – October 27th
Women’s Retreat – December 8th

Sunday
May 20, 2018
Congregational Pot Luck
Informational Session, Q&A, and Recommending
Congregational Direction

If you’ve been away for a while, that’s ok. There’s no
better time than today to get back into the swing of
‘faithful exercising’. Whether you’re a beginner, a
seasoned exerciser, or someone who’s a little out of
shape with your spiritual exercising; you are indeed
welcomed at worship. Work your way back into
‘faithful exercising’ at your own pace. If you’re not
sure where to start, come listen to the message, sing-along with Doug, and interact with your family after
worship. Then, let God guide you along your
exercising journey.
And remember that God does indeed love you…
See you in church!

Hugh and I and the entire family of Kurt Evenson
would like to thank everyone for the support we have
received during this incredibly difficult time. The
meals, the refreshments at the service, the kind words
and prayers are so much appreciated. Gloria Dei is a
wonderful congregation from which we have drawn
much strength from at this time.

Raeline Springstroh

Confirmation Sunday
May 6, 2018
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From The Treasurer
Car Port Beam Update
Thank you to all who contributed to the
car port fund. We raised nearly $1,800
to get the outside beams of the car port
fixed and protected. The project has been scheduled and
will take place sometime in the coming weeks. Thank you
for the extra support to maintain the building.
Capital Campaign Update
After the 1st quarter we have raised about $1,500 toward
the Capital Campaign. Thank you to everyone who has
contributed. Our goal is to raise $10,000 in 2018. We
have pledges from the Stewardship drive that total approximately $7,800. Please prayerfully consider donating
toward the campaign. The money from the Capital Campaign will go directly to pay down the mortgage. The
Capital Campaign are funds raised beyond your normal
giving.

In-Kind Donations
Please fill out the in-kind donation form, (You can
request a form from the Church Administrative
Assistant Ann Martin) or turn in any receipts for
items purchased and donated to the church. This
would include boxes of tissues, toilet paper, office
supplies and any other items that would normally
need to be purchased as part of the budget. Keeping track of all the items that are donated helps to
ensure that our budget is accurate.
Treasurer - David Hoban.

Piggly Wiggly Receipts
Your receipts from Piggly Wiggly from both Kiel and
New Holstein can be placed in the basket in the
narthex. Both stores allow us to turn in receipts to get
the same non-profit donation as purchasing SCRIP gift
cards. So receipts from purchases using gift cards are
not eligible.

New Holstein
Piggly Wiggly
Receipts
The New Holstein Piggly Wiggly is changing their
process for turning in receipts. Receipts can be turned
in on behalf of a non-profit organization for a 0.5%
donation. Starting on May 1st the New Holstein Piggly
Wiggly is removing the box in the store to turn in
receipts. You will need to turn them into the collection
basket at church to be submitted as group. This will

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Looking for volunteers to help keep the church
clean. There is a sign up sheet on the table in the
narthex. Many hands make light work. Thank you!

Save the Dates
Vacation Bible
Camp
August 6 — August 10, 2018

Kindergarten---6th
Grade
*Lead by Crossways
Counselors*
The kids learn about God through many
fun activities such as songs, skits, and
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Gloria Dei Church Council
Meeting Minutes
April 10, 2018
Members Present: Joe Janicek- President, Karen Ebert – Vice President, David HobanTreasurer, Coleen Allee, Rachel Barrett, Sue Erickson, Jerry Jensen, Dave Kohls,
Members Absent: Craig Heller
Call to Order: Joe Janicek called the meeting to order at 6:35pm. Karen Ebert will record
minutes.
Opening Prayer: Joe
Approval of Agenda: Agenda amended to correct the date of the secretary’s report. Motion by
Jerry and seconded by Coleen. Motion carried.
Approval of Minutes (March 13, 2018): Motion by Jerry to approve minutes, seconded by
Coleen. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report: We are current on all expenses. Topics for discussion and information:
Capitol Campaign - pledging is not keeping up. How to draw attention to the continuing need
should be considered. Mission Investment – reports have not been sent in the last few months.
There is a question on whether they are still needed. In Kind Giving – David is working on ways
to best track and record this type of giving.
Motion to accept treasurer’s report was made by Dave and seconded by Jerry. Motion carried.
Committee Reports:
Mutual Ministry (Karen) No report as the committee is not currently active
Worship and Music (Dave) Schedule will be sent out once dates through May have been
filled.
Building and Grounds (Sue) David reported that initial payment has been made on the
repairs to the carport and work should begin soon.
Outreach No report
Stewardship (Jerry) No report
Strategic Planning (Jerry) Committee has met twice to work on goals 3,4, and 5. Minutes
for the meeting were submitted for records.
(Continued on page 5)
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Gloria Dei Church Council—Meeting Minutes—Continued from Page 4

Old Business
Dinner Theater (Joe) Play tickets are selling well. Two nights already sold
out. Play practice is also going well
Congregational Information Meeting (David and Dave) This meeting is to
keep the congregation informed on the current status of progress in ministerial
leadership and allow for general questions about the future of Gloria Dei. Options will
be present for the style of ministry to Gloria Dei in the coming months. Because of
many difficulties facing Gloria Dei at the present time it will be necessary to make some
difficult decisions and create some plans for our immediate future. Dave Kohls has
created a job description for a Director of Ministries that will be presented along with
other ministerial option for interim and part time pastoral care. A survey is being
developed for the congregation to use as part of the process.
New Business:
1, Events Calendar (Dave) Council reviewed the following events and set
tentative dates:
Congregational Picnic – September 9th in conjunction with Rally Sunday
Fall Fun Fest – October 27th
Rummage Sale – September 15th
Bake Sales – May 11th and June 15th
Road American – dates to be announced
Women’s Retreat – December 8th
Packer Bash - date to be determined
Camping Weekend – Jerry and Joe will determine
Brat Fry – question on how many will be held. There was a question on
the one currently scheduled as to how the funds will be
distributed. It was decided 20% should be used for benevolence
to food pantry and 80% to building fund.
Temple Talk (Coleen) for April 15th will be an update on Simply Giving
Pastor Jenen –(Dave) Her last date will be June 10th and a cake reception will
most likely be held after church
Closing Prayer/Adjournment – Joe led The Lord’s Prayer. Meeting was adjourned at 8:05.
Next Meeting: May 8th at 6:00pm
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The Worship Committee duties are listed below.
This is a small committee needing more volunteers. The
Team would like more members. Prayerfully consider joining
us.

Responsibilities of Worship Team
Worship Helpers:
• Altar setup (Sun./Wed.)
• Greet (Sunday)
• Communion assist (Sun./Wed.) • Acolyte (Sunday)
• Lector (Sun./Wed.)
• Usher (Sunday)
Yearly education/training of worship assistant duties
Worship Service:
• Organist plans music
• Pastor plans service
Special worship responsibilities:
• Candles
• Candles for Christmas Eve
• Baptism setup (candle, water in font, baptism items
are in church office).
• Order corsages/boutonnieres for confirmation.
• Order Palm branches
• Flowers for Christmas & Easter
(coordinate ordering/set up on altar)
• Easter crosses (Worship should coordinate with
Property team to set up/take down.
Special Altar responsibilities:
Change linens/banners in accordance with church season
Special Communion responsibilities:
Keep track of communion needs
(bread/wine/cups/grape juice)
Any other duty related to worship
Please contact Raeline Springstroh or Barb Spiegel

At the direction of our synod and Mission
Investment, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church formed
a committee to develop and draft a Strategic
Plan for the church. The plan was completed on
October 10, 2017.
The plan consists of 5 Goals which consist of
various Action plans. Each action has been
classified as either short or long term, with an
assigned

The Strategic Plan Committee completed its
task and is now done. We need to form a new
committee to implement and do the things to
accomplish the stated goals. Time is of the
essence as the needed by dates have already
started to mature.
We are looking for a minimum of three (3)
preferably non council people to join Jerry
Jensen to form the committee.
Generally the committee will form its own
agenda, meeting times, and prioritize tasks to
accomplish the stated goals of the Strategic
Plan.
The committee will be responsible to the council.
Members of the committee will and can change,
but the committee is a permanent function of the
church.
Thank you for all you do for Gloria Dei and
considering joining the team.
Jerry Jensen -council member
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A Story About Vision and Strategy
The following story comes from the book, “Beyond Church Walls, Cultivating a Culture of Care”. As we begin
considering our future, how might we turn a vision into a reality? “A congregation that has no vision, no sense of
where it is going is likely to stagnate” (page 137). The author goes on to talk about re-inventing and re-envisioning,
to prepare for the future. And dare I suggest, the future is now. “They say that failing to plan is planning to
fail” (page 137). The story printed below is an example of how a congregation turned a problem into community
success, which also led to a congregation success and a more vital congregation.
The new pastor had only just arrived when some members of the congregation approached him. “What are you going to do about the PF
Chang Marathon, pastor?” they asked. “Can you tell me what the problem is?”
“Well for several years now,” one of the members responded, “the route of the race goes right by our church and the police block all the
roads that lead to our church except from the north end.”
It’s always the Sunday of Martin Luther King’s birthday weekend,” another added. “Attendance at worship and Sunday School go
way down because many people can’t get to church.”
“That could be a problem,” the pastor agreed. “The race is only a few weeks away and I don’t see how we can solve this issue in time
for this year. But let me think about it and talk with some folks.”
A few weeks later at a meeting of the Church’s Outreach Team, the pastor brought up the issue of the marathon. “Let’s think outside
the box,” he said. What could we do about this for next year?” The committee sat in silence for a few minutes, pondering the question.
Then one member piped up: “They have a water station just down the street from us at the neighborhood park. Maybe we could see if
we could take charge of it for next year.”
The other members agreed it was an idea worth pursuing and a plan was put into motion. One contacted the person in charge of the PF
Chang Marathon and was told the church could sponsor the water station the next year. Another member began to round up people to
help serve at the station, contacting the Boy Scout troop that met at the church, members of the youth group, and parents of the church’s
preschool, as well as the local neighborhood association. Yet another contacted the local new media.
The following January everything was ready. On its website, PF Chang listed the congregation as one of the sponsors of the water stations, articles appeared in the newspaper, and talk-show hosts on the radio marveled at a congregation stepping forward to join the
cause. It was a lot of free publicity. Finally, the church ordered water bottles with the name of the church with its website imprinted on
them that would be given away to runners as they passed by the station.
The night before the race, the congregation hosted a Saturday-night worship service for members of the church, the runners, and marathon volunteers. They dubbed it “A Runners Service,” and the sermon focused on the running the race of faith. The church was packed.
Later, members gathered alongside the runners and volunteers in the Parish Hall for refreshments. Special T-shirts were gifted to runners and volunteers at that time as well. The next day the water station served these same people.
The congregation had turned a problem into an outreach opportunity. Because of all the publicity surrounding these events and especially
the exposure to the church’s hospitality on Saturday night, people in the neighborhood began to inquire about the congregation and
many started to attend worship services there. Some neighbors commented that before this, they had driven by the church daily and not
paid any attention to it. Now they noticed it and acclaimed its newfound reputation for caring about the larger community around it.
Becoming a missional congregation was a major goal coming out of a year-long strategic planning process, and this was one big step in
that direction. (“Beyond Church Walls, Cultivating a Culture of Care”, by Rick Rouse, chapter eight.)
How many hundreds and thousands of vehicles pass by Gloria Dei and not even given a thought about stopping
in to say ‘hi’. What have you heard others say about Gloria Dei, if anything? What on-going plan can we put into
place to change the narrative about Gloria Dei, to create that ‘O Yes’ type moment? We have a congregational
family of really smart people that includes all ages of young, middle aged, and not-so-young-anymore members.
What can we do, to create a new wave of energy that ministers to our community, as well as, Gloria Dei?
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A Story About Vision and Strategy continued from page 7

Send your ideas via email or regular mail to the
Church Office. Let’s turn the tide of apathy into productive energy. It’s in love that God brought us all
together. Let’s both pray and pay it forward, sharing
that love with others.

2018-2019
Confirmation
Attention Parents of those
student’s entering 7th and 8th grade
in the Fall…
It is time to start planning for 2018-2019
Confirmation Year. If you have a young adult
going into 7th and 8th grade, and you plan to have
them attend confirmation classes, please let Anne
Sellen know by July 31st.

Thank You Thank You
I won't even attempt to name everyone
the helped out with Dinner Theater but it
was amazing that so many individuals
volunteered their time and talents.

Thank Yous’ to:

Actors for months of memorizing and rehearsing
Al Fett for Directing
Terry Erickson for installing spot lights and Scott
Rickert for running them during the show.
Andy Anderson for coordinating the set up and
strike crew for the stage and all of the people that
helped with this.
Steffi Sabel for making the meals and all those who
helped in the kitchen.
Karen Ebert for organizing table setters and all of
the people that helped with that.
Rachael Barrett for designing and printing the
posters, programs and tickets.
Annette Plesch for organizing the ticket takers and
those who performed that duty.
Rachel Barrett for organizing dessert and wine donations and all who contributed.
All those who did the laundry.
Becca Zimmermann and Rachel Barrett for the centerpieces.
And last but not lease thank you Gloria Dei Congregation for putting up with the disruption of
their church.
Not Yet Ready for Divine Time Players

Confirmation classes will
begin on Wednesday,
September 12, 2018, and
will run through the end
of April 2019. All classes
will be on Wednesday
nights from 5:30 pm to 6:30
pm. A calendar with all the dates
will come out prior to confirmation starting.
We are looking forward to another great year
of learning and growing in Christ.

We would like to express a big,
gratitude-filled thank you
to

Anne Sellen
for all your help with Confirmation
this past year.
We could not have done it without you.
From Church Council
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April Liturgy and Worship Meeting discussions:
Dave lead us in the opening prayer at the beginning of this meeting.
Reviewed Service Schedule. Dave noted that on Sunday the 22nd of April, we will be hosting Rev. Dan
Schultz. Rev. Schultz is a UCC clergyman that is currently without a congregation. He will consecrate the elements for us on the 22nd and stay for the service. He may be interested in assisting us after Pastor Jensen
moves.
Reviewed upcoming Liturgical events and appropriate banner/alter linen colors and changes needed.
Karen Ebert had joined us for this meeting as she has been tasked by the strategic planning team to put together
“job descriptions” for each committee at Gloria Dei.
Lastly a discussion was held on how we can best accommodate services at Gloria Dei and work with the Divine
Time Players to ensure the needs and objectives of our congregation are met on all levels. It was noted that
everyone feels we should have a policy related to procedures and systems for use of the church building that
would be consistent for all organizations and members. Karen and Dave will work with the council and the
strategic committee to draft guidelines for use in writing a policy. Such policy would enhance communication
between all committees and congregation members. For the 2018 Dinner Theater sessions, Dave will work
with council and members of this worship committee to set up services either in the fellowship hall or in the
sanctuary as best for all served.
Dave closed out the meeting with another prayer.
Next meeting will be May 21st @ 6:30pm
Minutes respectfully submitted:
Raeline Springstroh

Honoring Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Graduates
On Sunday, June 3, 2018, during the 9:00 am Worship service, we
here at Gloria Dei will be honoring all of you who are graduating
this year, whether from high school or college.
Please get the names of the graduates, where they are graduating
from and future plans, to Ann Martin, Administrative Assitant by
Sunday, May 27th to include them in this celebratory event. Also,
please let us know if your graduate will be at the worship service
that day. We will have cake and refreshments after the service.
We are very excited to celebrate with all of you these milestones in your lives!
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The Deily News

May 2018

May 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

1
6:30am Bible Study
Riverview Rest., Kiel

Wed

2

9am – 1pm

Thu

3

Fri

Sat

4

5

10

11

12

12pm – 5pm

Bake Sale

Ann’s Office Hrs.

12pm – 5pm
5:25 pm
Ann’s Office Hrs.
Confirmation Class
6pm Choir

7pm Worship

6

7

8

9am Worship

1pm—6pm
Ann’s Office Hrs.

6:30am Bible Study

9am Worship
Noisy Sunday

Ann’s Office Hrs.
6pm Choir

Ann’s Office Hrs.

6pm Council Mtg.

7pm Worship

14

15

16 9am – 1pm 17

1pm—6pm
Ann’s Office Hrs.

6:30am Bible Study

Confirmation

13

Riverview Rest., Kiel

9 9am – 1pm

Riverview Rest., Kiel

Ann’s Office Hrs.
6pm Choir

18

19

25

26

12pm – 5pm
Ann’s Office Hrs.

7pm Worship

20
9am Worship
Temple Talk Sunday

21
1pm—6pm
Ann’s Office Hrs.

22
6:30am Bible Study
Riverview Rest., Kiel

6:30 pm Music &
Worship Committee
Meeting

27

28

9am Worship

Office Closed

23 9am – 1pm 24
Ann’s Office Hrs.
6pm Choir

12pm – 5pm
Ann’s Office Hrs.

7pm Worship

29
1pm—6pm
Ann’s Office Hrs.

6:30am Bible Study
Riverview Rest., Kiel

30 9am – 1pm 31
Ann’s Office Hrs.
6pm Choir

12pm – 5pm
Ann’s Office Hrs.

7pm Worship
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