Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

N1230 Seven Corners Rd New Holstein, WI

920-898-5333

gloriadeilcwi@gmail.com

IMPORTANT DATES TO
REMEMBER:
April 1 –

9am Worship— Easter Sunday
No Sunday Scholl

April 8 –

9am Worship
Noisy Offering Sunday
Spa Sunday—VBC Fund-Raiser

April 10 —

6:00 pm Council Meeting

April 15 –

9am Worship
Baptism
Temple Talk Sunday

April 16 —

5:30 pm Worship & Music
Committee Meeting

April 22 –

9am Worship

April 29 –

9am Worship

May 20 —

Congregational Pot Luck—
Informational Session

April, 2018
Happy April to all my brothers and sisters in faith. During our
Lenten journey, we emphasized how we see change and how
change happens in our lives. We observed how being stuck
and inflexible can be counterproductive in the life we live
‘today’. We also learned that trying something new is neither
good nor bad, but refreshing. Living in the presence of ‘today’
requires having a thoughtful plan and the willingness to
engage in a planning process. We must give ourselves the
permission to ask, ‘Where would we like to go?’ Having a plan
allows us to establish a general direction, which can lead to
more defined goals and objectives.
Why all this talk about plans, goals, and objectives? Since July
of last year, Gloria Dei has been in damage control mode, per
se. We have been taking care of the most urgent situations and
not too much more than that. Remember the story about the
Ark of Gloria Dei? Plugging holes? Not doing a lot of fishing?
And so on… While it’s true that most of the immediate
problems are under control, we do not have the luxury letting
our guard down regarding the details of our church operation.
We do continue to have meaningful worship services, our
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Letter to the Congregation continued

Sunday
May 20, 2018
Congregational Pot Luck

Any way we approach this situation, it’s time to
develop a working plan. It’s time to put all our
cards on the table. How important is the Gloria
Dei ministry? How invested are we in time
and / or talents? What type of operating model
do we feel is best for this congregation ‘today’?
These questions cannot be the sole responsibility of the Church Council. These questions are
large enough and important enough for our entire congregation to embrace. So stay tuned for
further emails, letters, or other communication
forms regarding this important meeting.

Informational Session
It is encouraged for All to Attend!
educational program is stable, property & maintenance
issues are being addressed, and congregational comradery
has begun returning. The missing piece for our
congregational life is a plan to move forward. Being
stagnate is not a healthy and/or sustainable option. What
would we like to do, ‘today’? What will it take to push a
plan forward? How much will it cost? What are our
options? Is there a will for Gloria Dei to succeed? What
is the best plan for the Gloria Dei ministry?
These are all questions that must be addressed very, very
soon. To that end on Sunday May 20th, following our
worship service, we would like to have a pot-luck dinnermeeting. All congregational members are urgently invited
to attend and actively participate. All questions will be
welcomed and as many questions as possible will be
answered. There will be no question too sensitive to be
asked. Several presentations will be made which will
include both plans and financial information. This dinner
meeting will not be an official congregational meeting;
therefore no formal votes can be taken; however, by the
end of our time together on Sunday the 20th, we really
need to have a consensus plan. In all likelihood, that plan
may need some formal congregational votes; however,
that is not a given either.

In-Kind Donations
Please fill out the in-kind donation form, (You can
request a form from the Church Administrative
Assistant Ann Martin) or turn in any receipts for
items purchased and donated to the church. This
would include boxes of tissues, toilet paper, office
supplies and any other items that would normally
need to be purchased as part of the budget. Keeping track of all the items that are donated helps to
ensure that our budget is accurate.
Treasurer - David Hoban.

Confirmation Sunday
May 6, 2018

2

Dinner Theater 2018
Murder You Must be Kidding by Pat Cook
April 20, 21, 27 & 28 @ 6:30 pm
April 22 @ 4:00 pm
Tickets are $20
For Tickets contact
Dianne Fett @ 920-2861367
Reservations Must Be Made In Advance!!
All proceeds will go towards Matching Funds for fund raisers.
We are adding a fifth performance this year because the past
several years we have had to turn people away.
Steffi Sabel is our Chef this year and she has a wonderful menu
planned. Main dish is Meatloaf Wellington which looks and sound
wonderful. Of course, there will be salad, wine and dessert.

Dinner Theater Needs Your Help
NEEDED: After the service on April 15, 2018 "stage hands" to help with putting up the set for
this year’s dinner theater. The more that help the quicker it gets done.
Please contact Andy Anderson if you can help. Thank you!
ALSO NEEDED: If you could help in any way it certainly would be appreciated. Below I have
listed the areas we need help and the person to contact.
Set and Strike the Stage - Andy Anderson
Center Piece Makers - Becca Zimmermann
Table Setters - Karen Ebert
Ticket Takers - Annette Pleschk
Table Cloth Washers - Dianne Fett
Wine and Desserts Sign up in Narthex
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8 Blessings We Get From Serving
By: Veronica Sexton
We all want our lives to matter. It’s the reason we do the things we do. We chase promotions and leadership
positions because we want to make a difference. We encourage our kids to go to college, get a good job, and
make lots of money, in hopes that they, too, will make a difference.
There’s nothing wrong with wealth or influence, but those things alone won’t change the world and they aren’t
what we were made for.
We were made to build the church (Ephesians 4:11-13). God made each one of with unique talents, personalities and skill sets. And when we ask Jesus into our lives, we’re given at least one spiritual gift. We get the
most joy and make the biggest difference when we use our God-given talents, gifts and abilities to build the
church (Ephesians 4:14-16).
8 Blessings We Experience By Serving Others:
1. Serving allows us to discover and develop our spiritual gifts.
1 Corinthians 12 compares the church to a human body. Just like our bodies are made of many parts serving
specific functions, the church is made up of people with different skills and abilities. Alone these pieces aren’t
very useful, but together we create something beautiful.
2. Serving allows us to experience miracles.

In John 2, Jesus was at a wedding and the couple was running out of wine for its guests. He tells the servants
to fill several big jars to the brim. When they served the water to the guests, it was wine! The guests never
knew what happened; the servants were the ones who witnessed the miracle. The same is true for us when we
serve.
3. Serving allows us to experience the joy and peace that comes from obedience.
1 Peter 4:10-11 says, “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms... so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.”
Serving is a form of worship, a way to express gratitude for what Jesus has done for us, and to share the love
and grace we've been given.

4. Serving helps us to be more like Jesus.
We shift our focus off of ourselves onto others through serving. We begin to see others as Jesus sees them.
And we see Jesus IN others (Matthew 25:40).
5. Serving surrounds us with other Christians who can help us follow Jesus.
When we’re working side by side with other people, a bond inevitably forms. This was part of God’s plan for
how the church is supposed to work. That’s why Hebrews 10:24-25instructs us to “spur one another on toward
love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together… but encouraging one another.”
(

Continued on page 5)
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8 Blessing We Get From Serving continued from Page 4
6. Serving increases our faith.
As we move out of our comfort zones, God increases our faith by revealing new potential — in ourselves and
in His Church. When we see what He can do when His power is at work within us, we begin looking for the
doors He’s opening rather than pushing our way through the one’s He’s closed (Ephesians 3:20).
7. Serving allows us to experience God’s presence in new ways.
Encouragement and healing go hand in hand. As we encourage others and they find healing, we’re encouraged. It’s the reason so many people who go on mission trips say they came home feeling like they got more
than they gave.
8. Serving is good for your soul.
Studies have shown that volunteering is so good for the mind and body that it can ease symptoms of stress and
depression. Tapping into our gifts and passions builds self-confidence, energy, and strength. Serving others
can also be the best distraction from our own worries.
We make all sorts of rational explanations for
not serving:
I don’t have time.
I don’t know what I would do.
I don’t have any special skills to contribute.
They don’t need me.
But the reality is the Lord doesn't call the
equipped; He equips the called. God used men
and women with similar doubts to change the
course of history. Moses didn’t think he was a
leader or speaker, but God worked through
Moses to bring Israel out of slavery. David
was the youngest (and therefore most insignificant) of all his brothers, but God worked
through David to defeat a giant and eventually
made him a king. Paul used to kill Christians
before he met Jesus, but he went on to become
one of the most highly-regarded and prolific
writers/church planters in history.
God doesn’t just want to work through you,
He wants to work in you.

Piggly Wiggly Receipts
Your receipts from Piggly Wiggly from both Kiel and
New Holstein can be placed in the basket in the
narthex. Both stores allow us to turn in receipts to get
the same non-profit donation as purchasing SCRIP gift
cards. So receipts from purchases using gift cards are
not eligible.

New Holstein
Piggly Wiggly
Receipts
The New Holstein Piggly Wiggly is changing their
process for turning in receipts. Receipts can be turned
in on behalf of a non-profit organization for a 0.5%
donation. Starting on May 1st the New Holstein Piggly
Wiggly is removing the box in the store to turn in
receipts. You will need to turn them into the collection
basket at church to be submitted as group. This will
match the process of the Kiel Piggly Wiggly. In 2017,
Gloria Dei received approximately $90 from each
store for the receipts we turned in.
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VBC Fund-Raiser
Sunday April 8
Come at 10:15 to enjoy brunch, reflect on simple ways to take ME time, and be
divinely pampered in body, mind and spirit. Invite your friends and get
yourself to the Spa-day! This is a
fundraiser for our summer VBC at
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, New
Holstein as well as a luxurious
morning out.
Sample spa products from Perfectly
Posh and pick up a little something
to perk up your Spring. Do you have
Birthdays, a Mom's Day Gift, Grad
Gifts an anniversary or another special occasion coming up? 20% of all
sales (100% OF PROCEEDS!!!!) go
August 6 — August 10, 2018
to fund VBC! All products are reasonably priced between $5 and $25.
Kindergarten---6th Grade
While this event is geared toward
*Lead by Crossways Counselors*
women, we want men to come too especially those who are shopping for The kids learn about God through many fun
activities such as songs, skits, and lessons.
gifts for the women in their life.
Children are also welcome - products For more information see Gloria Dei's web
site http://www.gloriadeilc.com/growing-inare safe for them as well. Prepare to
faith/vacation-bible-camp/.
be divinely pampered...

Save the Dates
Vacation Bible Camp

your VBC task force members

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Looking for volunteers to help keep the church
clean. There is a sign up sheet on the table in the
narthex. Many hands make light work. Thank you!
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The Worship Committee duties are listed below.
This is a small committee needing more volunteers. The
Team would like more members. Prayerfully consider joining
us.

Responsibilities of Worship Team
Worship Helpers:
• Altar setup (Sun./Wed.)
• Greet (Sunday)
• Communion assist (Sun./Wed.) • Acolyte (Sunday)
• Lector (Sun./Wed.)
• Usher (Sunday)
Yearly education/training of worship assistant duties
Worship Service:
• Organist plans music
• Pastor plans service
Special worship responsibilities:
• Candles
• Candles for Christmas Eve
• Baptism setup (candle, water in font, baptism items
are in church office).
• Order corsages/boutonnieres for confirmation.
• Order Palm branches
• Flowers for Christmas & Easter
(coordinate ordering/set up on altar)
• Easter crosses (Worship should coordinate with
Property team to set up/take down.
Special Altar responsibilities:
Change linens/banners in accordance with church season
Special Communion responsibilities:
Keep track of communion needs
(bread/wine/cups/grape juice)
Any other duty related to worship
Please contact Raeline Springstroh or Barb Spiegel

At the direction of our synod and Mission
Investment, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church formed
a committee to develop and draft a Strategic
Plan for the church. The plan was completed on
October 10, 2017.

The plan consists of 5 Goals which consist of
various Action plans. Each action has been
classified as either short or long term, with an
assigned

The Strategic Plan Committee completed its
task and is now done. We need to form a new
committee to implement and do the things to
accomplish the stated goals. Time is of the
essence as the needed by dates have already
started to mature.
We are looking for a minimum of three (3)
preferably non council people to join Jerry
Jensen to form the committee.
Generally the committee will form its own
agenda, meeting times, and prioritize tasks to
accomplish the stated goals of the Strategic
Plan.
The committee will be responsible to the council.
Members of the committee will and can change,
but the committee is a permanent function of the
church.
Thank you for all you do for Gloria Dei and
considering joining the team.
Jerry Jensen -council member

CALLED TO SERVE
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(Continued on page 9)
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Gloria Dei Church Council Minutes 03/13/2018 continued from Page 7

(Continued on page 10)
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Gloria Dei Church Council Minutes 03/13/2018 continued from Page 8
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The Deily News

April 2018
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 Easter Sunday
9am Worship

2
1pm-6pm

3

4
9am-1pm
Ann’s Office Hrs

5

6

7

8
9am Worship
Sunday School
Noisy Offering

9
1pm-6pm

10

11
9am-1pm
Ann’s Office Hrs

12

13

14

15
9am Worship
Sunday School

16
1pm-6pm

17

18
9am-1pm
Ann’s Office Hrs

19

20

21

22
9am Worship
Sunday School

23
1pm-6pm

24

25
9am-1pm
Ann’s Office Hrs

26

27

28

No Sunday School

29
9am Worship
Sunday School

1pm-6pm
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