Gloria Dei Lutheran Church

N1230 Seven Corners Rd New Holstein, WI

920-898-5333

gloriadeilc@frontier.com

IMPORTANT DATES TO
REMEMBER:
November 22–

December, 2017

December 3– 9am Worship;
Noisy Offering

December 6– Wed. Advent Worship; 7pm

[This is a brief introduction to the below printed message
presented by Dr. Mike Hetzner on October 22, 2017. As everyone
knows, Mike is one of our several go-to Worship Leaders during
this time with no settled pastor. While each of our Lay Worship
Leaders does an excellent job in leading worship, this message
presented by Mike was especially well written, well presented,
very meaningful, and extremely useful for our members of Gloria
Dei. Notice how Mike makes use of the Epistle Lesson from
1 Thessalonians.]

December 10– 9am Worship;
Name Tag Sunday

December 13– Wed. Advent Worship; 7pm
December 17– 9am Worship;
December 20– Wed. Advent Worship; 7pm
December 24– Christmas Eve Worship;
7:00pm

December 31– 9am Worship

Message to Gloria Dei 10/22/17

Michael Hetzner

To the church at Gloria Dei from those who brought you the good word of the
Lord over the past four decades. May the grace and peace of the Lord be
yours. We always thank God for all of you and pray for you constantly. We
think of your faithful work, your loving deeds, and your daily living out of the
light of Christ within you. We know that God loves you, dear brothers and
sisters, and that he chose you to be his own people. For when we brought you
the Good News, it was not only with words but also with power, for the Holy
Spirit filled you with truth.
So you continue to receive the message with joy in spite of recurring financial
and personal struggles. As a result, you yourselves have become an example
to all the Christians in the New Holstein, Kiel, Chilton, and Elkhart Lake
area. And now the word of the Lord is ringing out from you to people
(Continued on page 2)
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A Message from Mike continued
everywhere, even beyond Calumet County, for wherever we go we
find people telling us about your faith in God. We don’t need to tell
them about it, for they themselves keep talking about the wonderful
welcome you give to visitors and how you all live out daily the love
of the living God. (paraphrase of I Thessalonians 1:1-10)
In order to continue to live out the love of God as a
church community, we have been given some tasks. One
of these is again to redefine who we are. What is our
“brand”? I would like to look at that this morning in the
context of our mission statement “Making Christ
Known”. I believe this is a good mission statement
because it implies action, outreach. Let’s look at that
statement in two parts. 1. Who is Christ? 2. How do we
make this known?
Who is Christ? For the apostle Paul, the Christ within is
our common essence. We are members of the body of
Christ. (I Corinthians 12:27) There is one consciousness
and one body. (Ephesians 4:4-7) For Paul the
resurrection was tantamount. “Now the resurrection …
has begun through Christ. All who are related to Christ
will be given new life. Christ was raised first, and all his
people will be raised.” (I Corinthians 15:21) In the Greek
language the word for resurrection also means
awakening. So the resurrection represents spiritual
awakening. The resurrection of Christ symbolically
represents awakening the Christ within. Jesus=logos (the
Word) = ”the one who is the true light, who gives light to
everyone, coming into the world.” (John 1:9)
So the first step in achieving our identity, in “Making
Christ Known”, is to awaken the Christ within each of
us. How do we do that? 1. By being here on Sunday
mornings and Wednesday evenings to share the good
news. 2. By daily prayer, meditation, and reading. 3. By
participating in small group Bible study and
other means.
The second part of our mission
statement calls us to action—“Make
Him Known”. I believe two essential
elements of this action are compassion and
generosity. First we need to be
compassionate with ourselves. We know
that God has forgiven us. Next we need to
forgive ourselves—both individually and
as a community. Through being
compassionate with ourselves and each
other we help to awaken that living
Christ within us. Then we develop an

awareness of our inner abundance. This is the foundation
of generosity.
These are fine words. But how do we carry this out in
practice? “Practice” is a key word. We learn to be
compassionate and generous by practice. We need to be
intentional about it. I found this great quote from the
movie “Dan in Real Life”, in which the actor Steve Carell
plays a single dad: “Love is not a feeling, it’s an ability.”
Like all skills acquiring this ability requires practice.
Some examples:
Taking meals to Mike and Carol Field is one of the best
projects Gloria Dei can do right now. And it is not so much
the food they require; it is conversation, caring, just being
together, as they are cut off from joining our community by
illness. How many other members do we have that need a
visit, a meal, a conversation, or even a card?
My wife Nora was also cut off from the community by
illness. Once an active member of Gloria Dei, she was
gradually less able to participate, finally in the last couple
of years, being mainly confined to bed. Her feeling of
separation was compounded by a feeling of abandonment
by the pastors and people of the church. While some
made some efforts at contact, and Nora could be partly
blamed for cutting herself off, almost no one ever came to
visit her during those last several years. When I would
bring greetings from people at church she would say,
“Why don’t they tell me in person?”
I don’t tell this to cast blame, but to remind us all that we
can do more; that we need to go out of our way to find
and join with those who are suffering and lonely.
Personally, I have certainly been blessed by many of you
with cards, conversations, hugs, meals, and invitations.
Thank you.
One other short true story about the need
for compassion, generosity, and
communication: (Remember Pastor
Vicki’s wise statement, “All stories are
true. Some of them even happened”?)
My daughter Megan and her family recently
moved from New Holstein to Sheboygan and
joined a church there. Another family member
informed the pastor that Megan’s mother had
died. A prayer was said for the family at
worship that Sunday. But no one in the
congregation said a word to Megan after
(Continued on page 3)
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worship. The pastor did not attempt to call Megan during
the following week. So Megan called him: “The pastor at
my former church would have been on the phone with me,
allowing me as much time as I needed to talk and would
have come to my home to visit.” She was seriously
thinking about changing to another church, but
subsequently has talked more to the pastor, and also
realizes that the people in the congregation she had gotten
to know were not in church that Sunday. It appears a
constructive conversation has begun.

Sunday school

My wish for Gloria Dei is that we can be like those early
Christians at Thessalonica in Greece that Paul wrote to.
That we can become known for living out our mission
statement “Making Christ Known” by cultivating our
inner Christ and by actively practicing compassion and
generosity, first toward ourselves, then toward our church
community, and from there to the larger community, that
we can be like the Good Samaritan, going out of our way to
bless those who are suffering.

The Sunday School Christmas program will be
performed during worship on Sunday, December
17th. Please come to support the kids.

I believe we need to challenge ourselves, and our next
pastor, to make calls, to write cards and letters, and to go
visit people who need us. If we can do this Gloria Dei will
not only survive, but will flourish.
[Brief Reflection: Did you read the call to action in Mike’s
message? Do we know where all our members are,
particularly those who have not been in church lately?
Have we taken time to call, write, and/or visit them, even
for just friendly conversation and to check on their wellbeing? Are we truly serious about our mission statement of
Making Christ known? These are tough questions that
will require some thoughtful reflection. See you in church!]

Piggly Wiggly Receipts
Your receipts from Piggly Wiggly from both Kiel
and New Holstein can be placed in the basket in
the narthex. Both stores allow us to turn in
receipts to get the same non-profit donation as
purchasing SCRIP gift cards. So receipts
from purchases using gift
cards are not eligible.
Alternatively, there is a
collection box for
Gloria Dei at the
New Holstein store
located at the
service counter.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Looking for volunteers to help keep the church
clean. There is a sign up sheet on the table in
the narthex. Many hands make light work. Thank you!

HuTerra Rewards
Shop for the Holidays and help win up to $5,000 for your favorite nonprofit as part of our new Season of Giving contest. It's easy; just buy the things you want or need at local businesses giving HuTerra Rewards, scan
your receipt, and you could help your favorite nonprofit double their HuTerra Rewards, up to $5,000. Regardless of whether your nonprofit wins or not you will still be supporting them by earning HuTerra Rewards, so
either way, they WIN!
This is an EASY and FREE way to raise funds for your favorite nonprofit by just shopping for the things you
need, like gas and groceries. For more information please use the
link below:
www.HuTerra.com/info/rewards/. To download the My HuTerra app
on your smart phone, just click on your phone's app store icon.
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Christmas Poinsettias
Advent Worship on Wednesdays:

Holden Service December 6th, 13th, 20th

It’s time to order poinsettias to decorate our
altar for Christmas. As usual, we’ll be ordering
6½-inch pots from Millhome Nursery. Order
forms are beside the decorated box in the
narthex. Please place your order form, along
with a check or cash, in the box. All orders
must be turned in by Sunday, December 3rd.
If you have any questions, contact Barb Spiegel.

Advent Worship on Sundays,:
December 3rd, 10th, 17th and the 24th
ALL ARE WELCOME

Sunday, December 24th at 7:00 pm.
Celebrate the Birth of Christ with us!

Advent Candle
Volunteers Wanted
Youth volunteers to light Advent Candles
during Worship the following Sundays; Dec
3rd, Dec 10th, & Dec 17th. No experience
necessary. A short in-service/training session
before worship will be provided.
Please contact Barb Spiegel or
David Kohls.

ALL ARE WELCOME!

On behalf of the
Worship Committee,

Thank You…

Thank You

I would like to thank everyone involved
that made it possible to have a new
computer in the office. This was a
wonderful surprise and I am very
grateful. Thank you to Andrew Deehr for
taking the time out of his schedule to set everything up. I was almost starting to get attached to that old computer………..
Stephanie Shepherd
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Gloria Dei Church Council Meeting Minutes
November 14, 2017
Members Present: Joe Janicek-President, Charlotte Deehr- Secretary, Mary Jo Muellenbach- Treasurer, Annette
Pleshek, Rachel Barrett, Coleen Allee, Gary Meyer, Sue Erickson
Visitors: David Kohls
Call to Order: President Joe Janicek called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m.
Opening Prayer: Joe
Strategic Planning Committee Update: Dave
Town Hall meetings will occur on Wednesday, November 15 and Sunday, November 19. The committee will speak to
small groups to ascertain their thoughts regarding our current mission statement. If rewriting is necessary, action will
happen immediately.
Outreach Committee Update: Mike—Tabled
Approval of Agenda:
Three items were added to the agenda. Charlotte motioned to approve agenda, Annette seconded. Motion carried.
Approval of Minutes (October 10, 2017): Jerry motioned to approve minutes, Rachel seconded. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report:
Monthly Revenue 2017
Jan.

Feb.

Mar.

Apr.

May

June

July

Aug.

Sept.

Oct.

12593

8232

7655

10371

8351

7735

8980

13251

12945

9402

7632

2435

5572

18469

22299

1036

1036

696

741

Nov.

Dec.

Monthly Expenses 2017
11484

10929

5480

10460

13805

9127

9500

Checkbook Balance 2017
1900

-378

1797

1708

1713

320

2339

7959

Memorial Fund Balance 2017
7208

7208

10609

10609

10609

10609

1199

1199

In-Kind Giving Balance 2017
18

0

171

487

487

0

676

696

Our checkbook balance continues to look healthy… however, we have not been paying for a
minister, our mortgage was reduced temporarily, and the number includes the money from the
Divine Time Players matching funds toward the Capital Campaign. If we figured in all of these items
(part time minister, full mortgage, and remove the Divine Time Players money), we would only have
a balance of $147.
Coleen motioned to approve treasurers report, Jerry seconded. Motion carried.
Committee Reports:
Mutual Ministry (Annette): No report
Worship and Music (Rachel & Dave): Raeline Springstroh, Barb Spiegel, Dianne Fett, Doug Everson, Rachel
Barrett, Dave Kohls. See reports throughout the minutes
Education (Charlotte): David Hoban, Becca Zimmermann, Jennifer Lecker. Three Sunday School classes this year,
with lessons based on the week’s readings. Christmas Program tentative date of Sunday, December 17.
First Communion: We will need to find a supply pastor to not only provide the first communion service, but to also
lead a “pre-communion” class to prepare the children.
Confirmation: Annette motioned to not require confirmation camp this year. Mary Jo seconded. Motion carried. If
an interim pastor is not hired for Gloria Dei, a supply pastor will need to provide the Confirmation service,
tentatively scheduled for either May 6 or 20. A concern was brought to the council regarding service attendance
of current confirmation students. Annette motioned to require the current confirmation class to attend and
participate in a minimum of five services prior to Confirmation Sunday in May. Gary seconded. Motion carried.
This will need to be revisited in summer, to add a year-long requirement.
Outreach (Gary): Mike Hetzner, Raeline Springstroh, Coleen Allee, Gary Meyer. Highway cleanup went well.
(Continued on page 6)
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Buildings and Grounds (Sue): Terry Erickson, Randy Schumacher, Dick Welch, Hugh Springstroh, Eric Puro, Darryl
Schaefer. Beams outside of church are in need of repair. Beams along the troughs are rotting as well. Matthes
Gutter gave an estimate to cap the ends of the beams, fix soffits, and repair the rot at $1445. To replace the facia
would require an additional $480. Sue will take the quote to the Buildings and Grounds committee to determine if a
second quote is needed. Results of water sample came back fine. Terry is working on malfunctioning light switches.
Stewardship (Jerry): Al Fett, Jerry Jensen. Al Fett has contacted Mary Jo, and they are working on gathering and
organizing the information needed for Mission Investment.
Old Business:
Secretarial Position Update-- Joe:
Stephanie agreed to work the in-church hours that were requested by council last month. She will be in church on
Mondays 1-6, Wednesdays 8:30-12:30, and Thursdays 1-5.
Church Picnic/Fall Fun Fest—Joe:
A great time was had by all who attended. The silent auction was fun.
Furnace update—Joe:
Pethan came in late summer… at that time, they proposed we get a new furnace for approximately $8000. We
requested that they repair it instead… they came out two weeks ago, inspected the unit, billed the church for $180,
and said everything was fine, no repairs were needed. Two days later, there was no heat in the office. Mannenbach
from Kiel came in and repaired the furnace the next day. The furnace will need to be replaced in the near future…
this will need to be brought to the congregation.
Pledge Update
61 pledge cards were sent out, 37 were returned (61%). $62,782 was pledged to the General Fund, $6890 was pledged
to the Capital Fund, $5440 Simply Giving units who did not pledge, for a total of $75,112. In comparison, last year’s
Pledge Campaign had a pledge amount of $55,455.
New Business:
Copy Machine Contract-- Joe
Anne Sellen talked to Ross Imaging regarding the copy machine. They are offering us a renewal rate for $10 less per
month. Coleen motioned to update the copy machine contract. Rachel seconded. Motion carried.
Preaching Schedule/Lay Ministry/Musical Director compensation-- Dave:
Music: Doug averages about $61 per service he prepares and plays for. This is significantly lower than the surrounding
area churches. A suggestion was made to increase his annual salary from $6500 to $10,400… this is about $100
per service, which is still at the low end of churches in this area. This would add about $350 per month to the
budget. This would, however, be a significant amount per month to add to the budget (about $3900).
Preaching Schedule: the schedule through Christmas should be considered “set.” Worship and music has been working
on the first part of Lent and Lenten Theme. Pastor Jensen is tentatively set to preside on Ash Wednesday, if we do
not have an interim pastor by then.
Lay Ministry: There has been increased interest in parishioners wanting to be lay ministers. Additionally, we need to do
a better job keeping in contact with our home-bound, nursing home, or shut-in members. Because we will be having
communion at least two times per month, the communion kit will be blessed. Communion then can be brought to
those members.
Lay Ministry/Musical Director compensation—Joe:
Lay Ministry: We are in a situation where our budget is very tight. However, if we expect our lay ministers to put in the
kind of time and effort for this extended period of time, we need to step up and increase their compensation. This
may also help us get up to speed with a more realistic ministry budget going forward. Mary Jo motioned to increase
the compensation for our lay ministers to $100 per service, beginning January 1. Coleen seconded. Motion carried.
Music: Doug is an integral part of our congregation and each service. Mary Jo motioned to increase Doug’s salary to
approximately $100 per Sunday service, and $75 per Wednesday service (for a yearly total of $9090) beginning
January 1.
Synod Suggestions on Interim—Joe:
Pastor Jean told us that the $2500-$3000 per month we potentially have budgeted per month would only get us about a
¼ time pastor. We would need $6000 a month for a part-time interim pastor. They have been having trouble finding
us an interim pastor for only ¼ time, and we don’t have $6000 a month for a part-time interim. We are being
encouraged to begin discussions with other churches in regards to sharing an interim/settled pastor. Annette and
Rachel will begin this process, and will contact Craig Heller to see if he is still interested in being on this committee.
Strategic Plan next steps with Mission Investment—Joe and Jerry:
Our Strategic Plan, approved at last month’s meeting, needs to be submitted to Pastor Jean and Dan Lammers. After
the plan is submitted and reviewed, a phone conference must be held with Pastor Jean, Dan Lammers, and a few
members of the Strategic Planning Team. Jerry, as the point of contact, will get a final copy from Jennifer Lecker,
and will send it to Mission Investment.
New Council Recruitment (Nomination Committee):
Council looked at the church bylaws to determine how offices should be “chosen.” According to the bylaws, the
President, Vice-President, and Secretary should be voted on by the elected council members. The treasurer needs
to be voted on by the congregation directly. Dianne Fett and Mike Hetzner volunteered to be on the nominating
(Continued on page 7)
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The Worship Committee would like to say

Thank You
to our team of communion bread makers.
A couple months ago, in a Temple Talk,
Louie wondered how many knew who the
bread makers are…these are those individuals:
Karren Cobble, Dianne Fett, Cheryl Heller, Stephany Jeanty, Jayne Meyer,
Julie Schumacher, Barb Spiegel and
Becca Zimmerman.
Would you consider joining the team to
make communion bread?
Please contact Barb Spiegel or Raeline
Springstroh

The Worship Committee duties are listed below. This is a small committee
needing more volunteers. The team would like more members including a

Responsibilities of Worship Team
Worship Helpers:
• Altar setup (Sun./Wed.)
• Greet (Sunday)
• Communion assist (Sun./Wed.)
• Acolyte (Sunday)
• Lector (Sun./Wed.)
• Usher (Sunday)
Yearly education/training of worship assistant duties

Worship Service:
• Organist plans music

• Pastor plans service

Special worship responsibilities:
• Candles
• Candles for Christmas Eve
• Baptism setup (candle, water in font, baptism items are in church
office).
• Order corsages/boutonnieres for confirmation.
• Order Palm branches
• Flowers for Christmas & Easter (coordinate ordering/set up on altar)
• Easter crosses (Worship should coordinate with Property team to
set up/take down.

Special Altar responsibilities:
Change linens/banners in accordance with church season

Special Communion responsibilities:
Keep track of communion needs (bread/wine/cups/grape juice)

Any other duty related to worship
committee at the last annual meeting. Coleen will talk to both of them.
Calendar Review –
Every Tuesday – Bible Study at 6:30 a.m. at Riverview Restaurant, Kiel
Every Wednesday—Confirmation at 5:25pm
Every Sunday—Sunday School at 10:00am
November 15—Temple Talk/Town Hall meeting
November 19—Temple Talk/Town Hall meeting
November 21—Worship and Music meeting, 6:30pm
November 26—Food Pantry Sunday
November 26—Service led by Pastor Jensen
December 3—Noisy Offering Sunday
December 3—Outreach Team meeting
December 10—Name Tag Sunday
December 10—Service led by Pastor Jensen
December 17—Children’s Christmas Program
December 19 – Council Meeting at 6pm
Temple Talk topic: Town Hall meeting led by Dick Welch, Barb Spiegel, and Dave Kohls, on both Wednesday,
November 15 and Sunday, November 19.
Closing prayer.
DATE & TIME FOR NEXT MEETING: December 12, 2017; 6 p.m.
Meeting adjourned at 8:29pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Charlotte Deehr
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The Deily News

Sun

Mon

December 2017

Tue

Wed

Thu

Page 8

Fri

Sat

1

2

3
9am Worship
Noisy Offering
Tree Decorating
after Worship

4
1-6pm

5

6
8:30am-12:30pm
Office Hours

7
1-6pm

8

9

10
9am Worship
w/Pastor Jensen

11
1-6pm

12

13
8:30am-12:30pm
Office Hours

14
1-6pm

15

16
Youth
Christmas
Party

17
9am Worship
Sunday School

18
1-6pm

19

20
8:30am-12:30pm
Office Hours

21
1-6pm

22

23

24

25

26

27
8:30am-12:30pm
Office Hours
7pm Worship

28
1-6pm

29

30

OFFICE
w/ Pastor Jensen CLOSED
Food Drive

1-6pm

31
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January 28, 2018

January 21, 2018

January 14, 2018

January 7, 2018

December 31, 2017

December 24, 2017

December 17, 2017

December 10, 2017

December 3, 2017

Aschenbach Family

Rachel Barrett

Cobble Family

Deehr Family

none needed

none needed

none needed

none needed

Rachel Barrett

Dianne Fett

Mary Jo
Mullenbach

none needed

none needed

none needed

none needed

David Kohls

Gary Meyer

Barb Spiegel

Aprill Family

none needed

Rachel Barrett Cheryl & Craig Heller

Alex Jeanty

Braden Aprill

Cambria Deehr

David Leithold
Gary Meyer
Hannah - Randy
Schumacher
Mary Jo Mullenbach
& Anne Sellen

Allan Fett

Jaremy Cobble

Diane Fett

none needed

Pat & Jerry Jensen
Karen Ebert

none needed

Sara Hoban

Jaremy Cobble &
Mary Jo Muellenbach

Allan & Dianne Fett

Tim Argall

Argall Family

none needed

Coleen Allee & Rachel
Barrett

none needed

Acolyte

Usher

Youth

Youth

Coleen Allee

Becca Zimmerman Andy Anderson

Laurie Argall

David Leithold

Becca
Zimmerman

Kathy & Dick
Welsch

none needed

Reader

Greeter

none needed

Commun- Communion
ion Assist
Set-Up

WORSHIP HELPER LIST
Counter

