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The Deily News
IMPORTANT DATES
TO REMEMBER:
July, 2017

July 31-August 4– Vacation Bible Camp
Starting at 9:00am

August 6– 9am Worship-Noisy Sunday
August 8– Campfire Worship/Praises Song
Night @ 6pm

August 13– Kiel Park NonDenominational Worship
No Sunday Service @ Gloria Dei

August 11-14– Kiel Picnic
August 20– 9am Worship-Temple Talk
Youth Brat Fry at Piggly Wiggly
@ 9am-2pm

August 27– Bike to Church Sunday
September 5– School Starts

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Attached are parts of my sermon from my last Sunday with
Gloria Dei. I know some of you heard this on Sunday, July 23rd.
However, my hope is that it will give you strength as you move
forward in this new future here at Gloria Dei.
I wish to thank you for everything you have done for me
in the past three years. Take care of yourselves and each other.
May God bless each and every one of you.
Peace and Love,
Pastor Traci
Sermon – July 23, 2017 Pastor Traci A. Maass
I don’t know if you know this, but three years ago, on
this Sunday after Pentecost, using these exact same texts, I
gave my first sermon here at Gloria Dei. We had just finished
Vacation Bible Camp, my first week here. I moved into my
first home after more than 9 years of living in a room here…and
a room there, and I met many of you for the first time as we
began our lives, our journey, and our mission in Christ,
together.
And I preached on the topic that we are all weeds and
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Pastor’s Ponderings continued
that we are all wheat, using Queen Anne’s Lace to good
seed and what is weeds, and how we all live in the
reality that in each and every one of us, you can find
good seeds and you can find weeds, while we live in
a world that is ambiguous. While we live in a world
that is so not black and white, no matter how much
we wish it was. How we live in a world that is not
easy to live in, or may have seemed easier in the past
than it does today.
Yet, in the ambiguity, in the grey spaces we
live our lives in, where weeds accompany us daily to
try and choke us out of the life we are called to in
Jesus, we are asked to put our trust in the love, in the
mercy, in the grace of God, to live faithfully into
who we are and into whose we are…and that is not
always easy to do. It takes great work, it takes
making good choices, it takes not giving up, it takes
knowing that every day is a new chance to be good
seed, it takes caring for our lives in Christ to
cultivate more wheat than weeds in the gardens that
are our life here on earth. And it takes helping others
care for their gardens also.
It takes being a good disciple of Christ, to
care for others as you care for yourself. And it takes
trust in knowing that, even in the toughest and most
challenging of times, good can and will happen,
especially when you have hope…hope in an
unknown future and are able and willing to not give
up, to keep supporting and working toward what
could be a garden filled with the blooms of good
seeds, knowing that Jesus walks through the weeds
with you, helping you to fight them so that wheat can
grow, whether a hundredfold, or sixty, or thirty.
And I think that hope is necessary for
cultivating good seeds, but just as growing good
seeds takes work, so does hope. Because, as what
Paul writes in our letter to the Romans, “it is in hope
that we are saved, and that hope that is seen is not
hope, for who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope
for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.”
Because there is work behind the hope, even when
waiting with patience, because even being patient is
work. Hope will not happen on its own. For example,
I can hope to win the lottery, but if I don’t buy a
ticket, it won’t happen. I can hope to go back to
school and earn my Ph.D, but if I don’t research
schools, if I don’t apply myself to this goal, it will
never happen. I can hope to be a better pastor, but if I
don’t try new things, learn new things, and work to

grow to be better, it is not going to happen. I can
hope to be a better disciple of Christ, yet if I don’t
make good choices, if I don’t work daily to better
understand what Christ is calling me to be, if I am
not intentional on living life in Christ amongst those
who live their lives in Christ, odds are my
discipleship is not going to bear good seeds.
Hope is important. And, even though I am
taking another call, I have great hope for Gloria Dei.
I hope that you all, and many more people, will come
to Gloria Dei on Wednesday nights and Sunday
mornings and worship together, to fill up your cups,
to be reminded that God loves you, walks with you,
and gifts you with grace and mercy to help you know
who you are in Christ. I hope that, every week, you
take that love out into the world and live out your
call as disciples to those who so badly need to hear
and see God’s message of love, and mercy and grace
at work in the world. I hope that, in all that you do in
the future, you ask yourselves, “What is God calling
us to do right here and right now?” There is so much
hope that is here at Gloria Dei, if you but open
yourselves up to it.
(Continued on pg. 3)

SCRIPTURES
August 6
First
Psalm
Second
Gospel

Isaiah 55:1-5
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21
Romans 9:1-5
Matthew 14:13-21

August 13
First
Psalm
Second
Gospel

1 Kings 19:9-18
Psalm 85:8-13
Romans 10:5-15
Matthew 14:22-33

August 20
First
Psalm
Second
Gospel

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
Psalm 67
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28

August 27
First
Psalm
Second
Gospel

Isaiah 51:1-6
Psalm 138
Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20

(Continued on page 3)
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And here is some hope that I have, as I leave
this place. I hope that you all know how very much I
love you and how much I will miss you. I hope you
know that, in all I have done here, I have never had
anything but your best interests at heart. I hope you
know that I will be praying for you, as your lives in
and out of church move forward. I hope you know
that, if I have hurt or wronged you in any way, I am
truly sorry, for that was never my intent. I hope you
know that I worked hard to plant good seeds here
every day, in all I did, yet that perfect growth is
something that has always been just beyond my reach.
And I hope you know how grateful I am that
you opened your church and your lives to me for the
last three years. We have done the work we were
called to do, not always perfectly, not always
faithfully, yet we tried, and we planted good seeds
together. These have been some of the best years of
my life, as well as some of the most challenging, and
know that I thank God and you for it.
Now, as we see Jesus do constantly in our
Bible, it is time for me to move on. We never really
get to see what it means for Jesus to come and go in
communities. We don’t know how the people of Jesus
time felt about His comings and goings, but we know

how we feel about this. It is a bittersweet time for
some, a time of joy for others, a time of sadness that
we will no longer be worshiping and praising God
together. This is also a time to delight in all the
ministry we have done together, inside and outside
these walls. Yet it is also an opportunity for us all to
try something new, to live into an unknown future, to
hope for and work toward more than we have or are
today, knowing that Christ is always walking with us
on our journeys of faith.
I thank God for the time we have spent together over
the last three years, planting seeds that will hopefully
grow into wheat, into good things for God’s creation.
And, as you go into your week, and the weeks ahead, I
pray that God blesses you with nothing but goodness,
that you know nothing but peace, and that you are
shown nothing but love. I thank you for the seeds you
have planted in me, for the love you have shown me,
for the good you have done for me, and for the peace
that, though not always easy to find, was given to me.
I thank God for you, I love you, and I will never forget
you.

Kiel Picnic Ecumenical
Worship Service
Sunday, August 13, 2016 at 9:30 am
Kiel City Park, 417 Paine Street

Everyone is welcome to this public worship with churches from
the Kiel area. A Non-Denominational Service will be held that
day.

Come and join us as we join others in worship!
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Campfire Worship/
Praise Song Night
Tues. August 8th @ 6pm

Vacation Bible Camp
July 31-August 4, 2017
Registration available NOW!
(Registration, health, & permission forms attached to
the newsletter email)

Kindergarten---6th Grade

Let’s get together to sing/play/listen to our favorite
praise songs. Or bring out the hymnal. There is no
set playlist. No musical talent required. All you
need is an open heart to praise God.
Bring along your guitar or any other instrument you
have. Drums, tambourines, shakers, clappers, etc.
In the event of bad weather we’ll take it indoors.
Indoors also brings the possibility of singing along
to praise you tube videos.
Watch the newsletter and announcements for
more nights like this throughout the summer.

Monday  Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Friday 9:00a.m.-12 noon

*Lead by Crossways Counselors*
We have many opportunities for you to help,
please prayerfully consider getting involved
with this program at Gloria Dei!
If you can help, even for an hour, contact us.
We need: 2 adult helpers from 9am3pm(whatever time fits your schedule), Youth
helpers from 9am-3pm(whatever time fits your
schedule) Parents of high school youth,
please talk to your child(ren) about this
service opportunity, Adult & Youth helpers
from 6:30am-9am & 3-5:30/6pm for
before/after care, Food Donations, Advertising
Organizer.

You are welcome to join the task force at any time!
Please keep your VBC task force members in your
thoughts and prayers as they prepare for what they
hope is a fantastic God-centered week!

Youth
Brat Fry
We are looking for helpers on Sunday,
August 20th from 9:00am to 2:00pm. The
Brat Fry will be taking place at the Kiel
Piggly Wiggly and all proceeds will go the
Capitol Fund.
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Outreach News
OUTREACH TEAM meets first Sunday of the
month after worship. Anyone with ideas is
encouraged to attend.
Mike Hetzner, Outreach Team Coordinator
Outreach team met June 4, and plans to have
meetings every third first Sunday (next September 3
or 10) after worship service.
Pat Jensen has a couple of outreach ideas she would
enjoy having help with: 1) walk in area parades and
hand out fliers and notes, 2) video tape Sunday
morning worship service to take to nursing homes.
Outreach will review with Council again in
September families who have not been recorded as
having attended worship in the past year. Plan is to
remove families from active membership if they have
not become active.
Please let me know if you have outreach ideas or
projects.
Call Mike Hetzner to volunteer. 920-242-1632

2017-2018
Confirmation
Attention Parents of those
student’s entering 7th and 8th grade
in the Fall…
It is time to start planning for 2017-2018
Confirmation Year. If you have a young adult
going into 7th and 8th grade, and you plan to have
them attend confirmation classes, please let Pastor
Traci know by July 31st.
Confirmation classes will
begin on Wednesday,
September 13, 2017,
and will run through
April 25, 2018. All classes
will be on Wednesday nights
from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm. A
calendar with all the dates will come out prior to
confirmation starting.
We are looking forward to another great year
of learning and growing in Christ.

Pictures and Info for Web Site
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE!! This includes
the activities that we do such as dinner theater,
empty bowls, rummage sale, highway clean up,
God’s Work Our Hands, etc.) There will also
be more information added regarding our growing in faith activities such as Sunday School, confirmation class, Tuesday morning Bible study,
adult education hour, youth group, etc. Please
send me any info or pictures that you feel would
make a great addition. It is great way to show
prospective members what Gloria Dei is all

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Looking for volunteers to help keep the church
clean. There is a sign up sheet on the table in the
narthex. Many hands make light work. Thank you!
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Can you help? Would you help?
The Worship Committee duties are listed below.
This is a small committee needing more volunteers.
Prayerfully consider joining us.

Responsibilities of Worship Team
Worship Helpers:
• Altar setup (Sun./Wed.)
• Greet (Sunday)
• Communion assist (Sun./Wed.) • Acolyte (Sunday)
• Lector (Sun./Wed.)
• Usher (Sunday)
Yearly education/training of worship assistant duties

Volunteer Opportunity to help
the
Elkhart Lake Lions Club and
Gloria Dei LC at
Road America, Elkhart Lake, WI

Worship Service:
• Organist plans music

• Pastor plans service

Special worship responsibilities:
• Candles
• Candles for Christmas Eve
• Baptism setup (candle, water in font, baptism
items are in church office).
• Order corsages/boutonnieres for confirmation.
• Order Palm branches
• Flowers for Christmas & Easter (coordinate ordering/
set up on altar)
• Easter crosses (Worship should coordinate with
Property team to set up/take down.

Special Altar responsibilities:
Change linens/banners in accordance with
church season

Special Communion responsibilities:
Keep track of communion needs (bread/wine/
cups/grape juice)

Date:
Sunday, August 27:
Nascar Xfinity Series Johnsonville 180 /
ARCA / SCCA Pro Trans Am
We are looking for 4-5
students/parents each day from
11am until 4pm. A sign-up
sheet is in the narthex. If
you have questions, please
talk to Roxie or Pastor Traci. This is a really
fun event to help staff the food booth for
the Lions Club and make a little money for
Gloria Dei LC.

Any other duty related to worship

BIKE TO CHURCH SUNDAY!
We will be meeting Sunday August 27 at Ameriquip in New Holstien and
Kiel around 8:15am. Leaving for church around 8:30am.
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Capital Campaign
Gloria Dei has kicked off a Capital Campaign to raise $10,000 by the end of 2017 to pay down
the mortgage. The capital campaign is above and beyond normal giving. This campaign is a
requirement from the synod and Mission Investment Fund for the mortgage relief Gloria Dei
received earlier in 2017. Some funds from the Dinner Theater are available to “match” your
donation. Please prayerfully consider donating to the capital campaign. Watch the newsletter,
Facebook, the Gloria Dei web site as well as weekly Sunday worship to track the progress toward
the goal. –David Hoban

The Worship Committee would like to say

Thank You
to our team of communion bread makers.
Would you consider joining the
team to make communion bread?
Please contact Raeline
Springstroh or Pastor Traci.
The Worship Committee

thanks you.

S

unday
chool!

Mark Your
Calendars!!!
Summer is coming to a close too quickly. The start of
Sunday School is fast approaching. Who’s ready for
fun! Our first week will be Sunday September 10th.
Sunday School will begin after worship lasting until
11:00. If you would like to be part of the team or would
like to provide any input into Sunday School please let
me know.

David Hoban (hobandm@hotmail.com 286-1667)

Anyone with money left on a Thrivant Project Card,
the out reach committee would appreciate if they
would buy forever stamps with the money before it
expired. We can use them to mail the postcards and
welcome letters.

Helping Members With Meals
Thank you… From Mike and Carol Fields.
We want to thank all from Gloria
dei who have brought us
meals over the last
several months. It has
helped us in so many
ways and we
appreciate the care we
have received.
* A Sign-up Sheet for
meals is on the table in
the narthex.
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August 2017
Sun

6

Mon

7

9am Worship
Noisy Offering

13

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6:30am Bible Study,
Riverview Rest., Kiel

7pm Worship

12pm Cluster Mtg.

8

9

10

11

12

6:30am Bible Study,
Riverview Rest., Kiel

7pm Worship

18

19

25

26

6pm Council Mtg.

14

No Worship at
Gloria Dei-NonDenominational
Service @ Kiel
Park

15

16

17

6:30am Bible Study,
Riverview Rest., Kiel

7pm Worship

**Newsletter
Articles DUE**

23

24

6pm Council Mtg.

20

21

22

9am Worship
Temple Talk

5:30 Worship & 6:30am Bible Study,
Riverview Rest., Kiel
Music

7pm Worship

28

29

30

6:30am Bible Study,
Riverview Rest., Kiel

7pm Worship

Yoouth Brat Fry @
Kiel Piggly Wiggly9am-2pm
27
8:15am Bike to
Church

31

9am Worship
Food Pantry Sunday
8

9

September 24, 2017

September 17, 2017

September 10, 2017

September 3, 2017

August 27, 2017

August 20, 2017

August 13, 2017

August 06, 2017

July 30, 2017

Cheryl & Craig
Heller
Hoban Family

Aprill Family

Jeanty Family

Karen Ebert

Dianne Fett

Mary Jo Mullenbach
Annette Pleshek

Jaclyn Schreiner

Anne Sellen

Barb Spiegel

Dick Welch

David Leithold

Jerry Jensen

Allan Fett

Becca
Zimmerman

Rachel Barrett

Mary Jo
Mullenbach

Laura Hoban

Diane Fett

Cobble Family

Laurie Argell

Gary Meyer

Deehr Family

**

**

**

Louie Kolberg

Kathy Welsch

**

Argall Family

Aprill Family

READER

Julie Schumacher

Jaclyn Schreiner

GREETER

Cheryl Heller

Dianne Fett

COMMUNION COMMUNION
ASSIST
SET-UP

WORSHIP HELPER LIST

**

Claire Kolberg

Alex Jeanty

ACOLYTE

Jennica
Krebsbach

Anne Sellen

Pat & Jerry
Jensen

Karen & Jaremy
Cobble

COUNTER

Zoe Zimmerman

Sara Hoban

Braden Aprill

Cambria Deehr

Gary & Tyler Meyer

David Leithold &
Mary Jo Mullenbach
Hannah & Randy
Schumacher

Anne Sellen &
Wayne Zwart

Karen & Jaremy
Cobble

Jennica
Krebsbach

Anne Sellen

Pat & Jerry
Jensen

Jerry & Pat Jensen Matthew Stephany Karen & Jaremy
Cobble

Cheryl & Craig Heller Noah Schumacher

**

Al & Dianne Fett

Rachel Barrett - Jaremy
Cobble

USHER

Calendar for Communion Set-up on Wednesday nights
2017
DATE

PERSON/FAMILY

July 26

Hugh & Realine Springstroh

August 2

Hugh & Realine Springstroh

August 9

Julie Schaefer

August 16

Julie Schaefer

August 23

Judy Roesler

August 30

Judy Roesler

September 6

Brenda Schultz

September 13

Brenda Schultz

September 20

Terry & Sue Erickson

September 27

Terry & Sue Erickson

October 4

Hugh & Realine Springstroh

October 11

Hugh & Realine Springstroh

October 18

Julie Schaefer

October 25

Julie Schaefer

November 1

Judy Roesler

November 15

Judy Roesler

November 22 (Thanksgiving Eve)

Brenda Schultz
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