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The Deily News
IMPORTANT DATES
TO REMEMBER:
January 29– Annual Meeting; 10:15am
@ Church-Brunch to be served
by Connections Community Church

February 5– Noisy Offering
Youth Sledding

February 11– Green Bay Conf. Annual
Meeting; 10:15am

February 12– Name Tag Sunday
February 13– Council Meeting & Potluck;
6:00pm

February 14– Green Bay Conf. ; 9:00am
Valentine’s Day

February, 2017
My Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Lately, I have been listening to a lot of Christian music,
as you might have guessed from last month’s newsletter article,
as well as using a Christian Music reference in my sermon on
Baptism of our Lord Sunday. I have not always enjoyed Christian
music for a lot of reasons, whether it was the bad theology of the
lyrics, the boring music, or the over simplicity of the words. As I
have spent time searching for Christian music to mix in with all
the other music I listen to, I discovered Sidewalk Prophets, who I
actually saw, in concert, on internship in Michigan.
I like their music because their lyrics speak to me about who I am
in and through Christ, how I want to live out my relationship
with God in the world, and about doing everything in love, as
Christ loves me. With that being said, and because this month is
the celebration of Valentine’s Day, I invite you to listen to one of
their songs. This song is about what it means to live in love in the
world, and a look at whether one has lived the life they feel they
are called to live.
Jesus calls us to love in the world, to love our neighbors, to do all
we do in love. And music can help us to remember what we are
called to do knowing that we are so totally loved by an all loving,
all compassionate God. Music can help us to remember that all
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Pastor’s Ponderings continued
we are called to do should point to God, showing others
God’s love and goodness through who we are. Music can
give us strength in the presence of weakness, joy in the
presence of pain, simple answers in the presence of
difficult questions, and peace in a world of chaos.
As you go into your month of February, I pray that you
see and experience the love and grace of God in so many
ways. I pray that you also show God’s love and grace to
all those around you. I pray that you spend time this
month thinking about how unconditionally loved you
are. February 14th is the day we celebrate love of one
another, yet this celebration and show of love should not
just be one day, but every day we live, loving God and
loving neighbor as we know that we are loved. May your
life be filled with love and blessing.

If love is who I am, Then this is where I'll stand
Recklessly abandoned, Never holding back
I want to live like that, I want to live like that
I want to show the world the love You gave for me
I'm longing for the world to know the glory of the King
I want to live like that, And give it all I have
So that everything I say and do, Points to You
If love is who I am, Then this is where I'll stand
Recklessly abandoned, Never holding back
I want to live like that, I want to live like that, I want to
live like that

Peace,

Pastor Traci
“Live Like That” by Sidewalk Prophets from the album,
“Live Like That.”
Sometimes I think, What will people say of me
When I'm only just a memory, When I'm home where my
soul belongs
Was I love, When no one else would show up
Was I Jesus to the least of those, Was my worship more
than just a song
I want to live like that, And give it all I have
So that everything I say and do, Points to You
If love is who I am, Then this is where I'll stand
Recklessly abandoned, Never holding back
I want to live like that, I want to live like that
Am I proof, That You are who you say You are
That grace can really change a heart, Do I live like Your
love is true
People pass, And even if they don't know my name
Is there evidence that I've been changed, When they see
me, do they see You
I want to live like that, And give it all I have
So that everything I say and do, Points to You
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NEEDED

Gloria Dei Annual Meeting

Volunteers to join the
Strategic Planning Action Team

All Are Invited!!!

Our first priority coming from the feedback at the
cottage meetings is to develop a 5-year strategic
plan. We are looking for a representative cross
section of our congregation to get involved. If
you have a desire to help define our church and
mission, determine direction and identify action
steps, please talk to Louie Kolberg
(louie@brillionnaturecenter.net) as soon as
possible. It is time to begin the work that will
move our church in a positive direction!

SAY YES!!!

Piggly Wiggly Receipts
Your receipts from Piggly Wiggly from both Kiel
and New Holstein can be placed in the basket in
the narthex. Both stores allow us to turn in
receipts to get the same non-profit donation as
purchasing SCRIP gift cards. So receipts from
purchases using gift cards
are not eligible.
Alternatively, there is a
collection box for Gloria
Dei at the New
Holstein store located
at the service
counter.

Date: January 29, 2017
Time: 10:15 am
The 2016 Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday,
January 29th right after the morning service. This is a
very important meeting as we will be electing the 2017
council members, approving the 2017 budget, and
taking care of other very important church business.
Please make every effort to attend.
On this date, we will also be receiving a very special
gift from the congregation of Connections Community
Church. Every 5th Sunday CCC serves in the
community instead of having a Sunday service. They
have asked if on Sunday January 29th, they can prepare
a small brunch for Gloria Dei to share at 10:15 before
we begin the business of the annual meeting. They have
offered to prepare and serve the food as well as cover
the cost. The council has gratefully accepted their offer
of this very generous gift. Please join us in the
fellowship hall at 10:15 a.m. on Sunday January
29th.

Pennies for Your Thoughts
Women’s Discussion Group

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Looking for volunteers to help keep the church
clean. There is a sign up sheet on the table in the
narthex. Many hands make light work. Thank you!

Pennies for Your Thoughts will
continue meeting on Thursdays at
6:00pm in the Fireside Room.
The dates through May are:
February 16th, March 16th,
April 13th, and May 18th. Please
join us fora brief study and fellowship. So please
sign the sheet of interest,
or contact Karen Ebert at kebert@hughes.net, and
join us once a month as often as you can.

3

Outreach News
OUTREACH TEAM meets first Sunday of the
month after worship. Anyone interested is welcome.
Mike Hetzner, Outreach Team coordinator
Over the past year Outreach Team has been sending
postcards to Gloria Dei members whose names have
not appeared in our service of friendship pads.
Council has asked us to make phone calls to any
members with no record of having attended worship
in the past year. Our purpose with these pads, cards,
and calls is to encourage attendance, check on what
needs people have such as needed a ride, and clarify
congregation membership records. Gloria Dei's
constitution defines the minimum qualification for
confirmed membership as having attended worship and
donated least once in the past year. We are looking
for a small group volunteers to make these calls. A
script for the calls is prepared.
Call Mike Hetzner to volunteer. 920-242-1632

Sunday school
NEW TIME FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School has been shortened in order to be
done at 10:20. The shortened lesson time is due
to the new arrangement Gloria Dei has made with
Connections Community Church to be out of the
church by 10:30. We will see how well the
condensed class time will work before trying
other possible new class time schedules. Please
contact David Hoban with any questions,
concerns or suggestions.
(hobandm@hotmail.com, 286-1667)

Mutual Ministry Team Report
2016
In this season of giving; giving praise, giving thanks,
and giving gifts, the Mutual Ministry Team would like
to acknowledge some of the many “gifts” that have
been generously generated here at Gloria Dei over
the last four months. Many members have shared
their gifts of time, talent, and financial giving.
So THANK YOU to:
• The council and Dick Welsch for all their labors at
working on a long range plan for Gloria Dei.
• The Outreach Team for working to stay in touch with
members, providing meals to families when needed, and
contacting visitors to let them know we’ve noticed their
presence.
• The men and women who gave their time at the Kiel
Fireman’s Brat Fry.
• The men and women who gave their time to the food
booth at Road America.
• To the Sunday School for collecting food goods and
warm clothes for homeless children.
• The kids who collect the noisy offering that will fund VBS.
• Those who volunteer to keep our church clean and do
necessary repairs and tasks.
• The women who worked with such enthusiasm on
Chrismons for Christmas.
• All who donated to the air conditioning fund.
• Those who donated to fill a freezer for the Packer Bash.
• All those who baked cookies for college kids.
• All of you that are currently donating bath and cleaning
supplies for the women’s shelter.
• Then there is Script, those who volunteer for Sunday
morning service, and so on.
We are sure there are more, so thanks to those we might
have missed.

We are indeed currently living generously in
our mission of Making Christ Known

Blessings in this Giving Season,
Andrew Deehr, Chair 920-207-4419
adeehr@gmail.com
Ben Henke, Council Rep 920-418-3388
2006protractor@gmail.com
Karen Ebert, Recorder 920-849-3794
kebert@hughes.net
Pastor Traci 920-898-5333
gloriadeipastor@frontier.com
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President’s Report
Here I Am, Lord
As I write this newsletter article, I have to admit, I am
a bit afraid. I am heading into the last couple weeks
of service as your council president. I am afraid,
because, as of now, no one has expressed interest in
taking on the presidency for 2017. So while I
sincerely hope the situation has changed by the time
you read this article… today, I stand here holding the
torch and there is no one to pass it to.
Allow me, please, to speak frankly. A position on the
council is not always easy. It is not always fun. There
have been times when I have been angry and
frustrated. But I was in a position to take action and
work toward solutions. That is very empowering and
very satisfying.
The people I worked with on council were not
magicians who could fix everything. They did not
have all the answers to all the tough questions. They
did not have any more time or energy than I had to
get things accomplished. But as a group, we were
sincere, honest, open to listening, and equally
interested in solving problems rather than running
and hiding from them. I feel like I know our
members and our church better than ever before.
Knowledge breeds understanding and care.

behind the scenes on the property team might be the
best fit for you. People are needed to help define who
we are as Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, who we want
to be, and how we want to serve others within and
outside of our community.
I will leave you with one last thought that I believe to
be profoundly true:
We have exactly enough time for those things that
are important to us.
It is as simple as that. If Gloria Dei is important to
you, you have time to attend church. You have time
to join in service. You have time to be engaged and
get involved. You have just exactly enough time.
Over the next few months, you will be hearing of
needs and ways you can serve. We will be looking for
volunteers to step up into both existing and new
roles. I ask that you prayerfully listen and when you
hear that call, be courageous enough to say, “Here I
am, Lord.”
United in Christ,

Louie Kolberg

I care where our church goes from here. I care
that there are more leadership opportunities
than there are leaders willing to step up. I care
that the work here is not finished – and if we
are doing things the way we should be, the
work will never be finished.
My time on the council may be over for now,
but I am still a devoted member of Gloria Dei.
There is still work for me to do. There is work for
you too. In fact, there is enough work for every single
member of Gloria Dei to get involved with
something. Your gifts might fit with some areas
better than others. Perhaps it is working with the
youth. Maybe you are a better fit on the worship or
outreach action teams. An opportunity to work
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TREASURER’S REPORT
General Fund thru December 2016
2016 Budgeted Expenses
$136,025.00
2016 Actual Expenses
$135,238.33
$
786.67
2016 Actual Expenses
2016 Actual Income

2016 Budgeted Income
2016 Actual Income

$119,924.00
$124,660.35
$ 4,736.35

$ 135,238.33
$ 124,660.35
$ -10577.98

We are ahead on our budgeted expenses by $786.67. It looks like we have received the expected budgeted income so we are ahead by $4,736.35. However, we are still behind on our yearly budget by $10,577.98.
We are late on our December bills. We currently are $4,500 past due.
Submitted by Tammy Aschenbach
Memorial Fund transactions thru December 2016
Undesignated
$372.05
Education Fund
$335.97
Banner
$99.62
Worship & Music
$391.24
Youth
$0
Carpet
$6010.00
Left over Roof
$5414.00
Balance as of 12/31/16 $12622.88

Submitted by Dee Langohr

Expenses:
Confirmation

$363.89

Pictures and Info for Web Site
We are revamping the Gloria Dei web site
(www.gloriadeilc.com) and adding a lot more
content and pictures. Check out the progress
so far. The goal is display all that Gloria Dei is
and does. It is great way to show prospective
members what Gloria Dei is all about. This includes the activities that we do such as dinner
theater, empty bowls, rummage sale, highway
clean up, God’s Work Our Hands, etc.) There
will also be more information added regarding
our growing in faith activities such as Sunday
School, confirmation class, Tuesday morning Bible study, adult education hour, youth group,
etc. Please send me any info or pictures that
you feel would make a great addition. David
Hoban (hobandm@hotmail.com)
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Gloria Dei Church Council Meeting Minutes
January 16, 2017
Members Present: Pastor Traci Maass, Louie Kolberg-President, Ben Henke- Vice-President, Jayne Meyer-Secretary,
Tammy Aschenbach-Treasurer, Charlotte Deehr, Jerry Jensen, Gary Meyer, Annette Pleshek, Darryl Schaefer
Absent: None
Call to Order: President Louie Kolberg called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. (Meeting was held by conference call
due to bad weather.)
Opening Prayer: Louie
Opening Devotion: None (due to having meeting by phone)
Approval of Agenda:
Charlotte motioned to approve agenda, Annette seconded. Motion carried.
Approval of Minutes (December 13, 2016):
Darryl motioned to approve minutes, Jerry seconded. Motion carried.
Monthly Revenue 2016
Jan.

Feb.

Mar.

Apr.

May

June

July

Aug.

Sept.

Oct.

Nov.

Dec.

11146

11392

11610

8596

8855

8940

9390

7089

14076

13982

8038

11471

11480

13169

12206

11009

7255

3819

4035

3210

62

4178

12562

12623

12623

12623

276.37

308

295

348

Monthly Expenses 2016
11217

11535

10814

11593

11081

10317

11130

Checkbook Balance 2016
3844

1984

2040

1087

685

900

1418

Memorial Fund Balance 2016
7148

12562

12562

12562

12562

12562

12562

12562

In-Kind Giving Balance 2016
0

48

66

110

137

137

183

213

Treasurer’s Report:
Discussion about mortgage – Tammy will email Council with most current list of outstanding bills. Insurance payment –
Tammy will make sure Stephanie pays that. Treasurer’s Report tabled due to not having all items.
Pastor’s Report:
From December 13 to present, Pastor’s schedule consisted of: Worship meeting, Synod meeting, First Call meeting,
meeting with Pastor Dave (CCC), cluster meetings, clergywomen’s meeting, ecumenical meeting, member visits, Tables
of 8, VBC meeting, backup as hospice chaplain for Calumet County, and Pennies for Your Thoughts gathering.
Ongoing – Office hours, weekly Bible study, Wednesday confirmation class and adult education following Sunday
worship (when in session), Wednesday/Sunday worship services/prior preparation, and Connections Community Church setup.
Youth group is planning pancake dinner for February 28 (more information to come). Week of Christian Unity is from
January 22-25. Pastors and church leaders from the area are participating in a mission project with the Christian store in
New Holstein on Wednesday, January 18. Red candle will be lit during worship services that week, along with a special prayer.
Pastor Traci will be on vacation from January 19-27. Mike Hetzner will lead January 22 worship; Rachel Barrett will lead
January 25 worship.
Jerry motioned to not review Pastor’s Report at this meeting, Annette seconded. Motion carried.
Old Business:
Business plan/contact with Mission Investment: Jerry –
Teleconference with Mission Investment requesting mortgage relief. Proposal will be provided after going through loan committee.
Expectation is that they will give us a six-month variance in our mortgage payment to begin with. They may extend if
needed. We would be allowed to make a $1900-$2000 payment instead of $2559.
They are willing to go back to the last month that we did not make a payment. Jerry believes it would be better to
begin the six months starting with January 2017 rather than using up months in 2016.
(Continued on page 8)
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They will require Gloria Dei to do a capital fund drive to reduce mortgage principal and a pledge drive to increase weekly giving.
We have $5400 in the memorial fund that is left over from the roof fund. Jerry suggested that we use this to bring
ourselves current on mortgage for 2016.
We will have Synod people to help us through this process.
Strategic Plan: Louie presented possibilities –
Have Jean Devoll-Donaldson facilitate the work or someone else in the Synod.
Congregation could participate in Seeds for Growth with other congregations (longer term multi-layered renewal process).
Have someone from Gloria Dei facilitate using books/resources suggested by Jean.
Jayne motioned to have Jean facilitate the strategic plan process, Gary seconded. Motion carried. Need volunteers to help with this.
Leadership training plan: Louie will discuss this with Jean Devoll-Donaldson as well as the strategic plan.
Annual Meeting preparation: Louie –
Connections Community Church is making/serving brunch at 10:15 a.m. with meeting to follow. Charlotte will send a
thank-you note to them afterwards.
Still need dinner theater report and Scrip report before Stephanie can print up the agenda/information for the meeting.
Letter was mailed to members announcing the meeting. Needs to be announced twice in church.
New Business:
Calendar Review –
Every Tuesday – Bible Study at 6:30 a.m. at Riverview Restaurant, Kiel
Every Wednesday – Confirmation Class at 5:25 p.m.
January 18 – Ecumenical mission project with Christian Store in New Holstein
January 19-27 – Pastor Traci on vacation
January 22 & 25 – Temple Talk
January 29 – Annual Meeting, Food Drive Sunday
February 5 – Noisy Offering Sunday, youth sledding
February 12 – Name Tag Sunday
February 13 – Council meeting and potluck
Temple Talk topic – Announce Annual Meeting and any committee or Council positions that still need to be filled.
Annette will do this on Sunday, January 22; Darryl will do this on Wednesdays, January 18 and 25.
Council nomination update – We are hoping to have two members accept general Council roles and someone to
possibly accept the presidency, but we have no one for treasurer.
Review, revise, and/or approve 2017 proposed budget –
Actual workers comp. amount is incorrect and is also reported in total for insurance. Tammy will revise this.
Pastor indicated that what is listed as professional expense/conferences is actually included in continuing education.
Tammy will revise this.
The extra $559 that we will hopefully not have to pay monthly for six months (totaling $3354) on our mortgage will
reduce the amount of annual budget that is in the red and leave approximately $7162 left that isn’t balanced.
Need line item for the $7162 for pledge drive to balance the budget.
Jerry motioned to include income line item called “capital pledge drive” for $9000, Darryl seconded. Motion carried.
Tammy will revise this.
February “changing of the guard” meeting (current Council members will provide food for incoming members). Will have
a taco bar, with Council members bringing:
Ben – Shredded cheese
Louie – Taco shells
Charlotte – Tomatoes, onions
Pastor – Dessert
Annette – Lettuce, taco sauce
Darryl – Beverages
Gary – Sour cream, vegetarian refried beans
Tammy – Salsa
Jerry – Peppers
Jayne – Taco meat
Closing prayer.
DATE & TIME FOR NEXT MEETING: February 13, 2017; 6 p.m.
Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Jayne Meyer
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February 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

5
9am Worship
Sunday School
Noisy Offering
11am Connections CC
12pm Youth Tubing

6
7
6:30am Bible Study,
9am-3pm
Pastor Office Hrs. Riverview Rest., Kiel

12
9am Worship
Sunday School
Temple Talk
11am Connections CC

13
9am 1st Call
Meeting,
Clintonville

6pm Council
Mtg.

14
6:30am Bible Study,
Riverview Rest., Kiel
9am Green Bay
Conference Meeting
6pm Council Mtg.

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
2
3
1-4pm Pastor
12pm Cluster Mtg.
Office Hours
5:25pm Confirmation
7pm Worship
Ground Hog Day

4

8
9
1-4pm Pastor
Office Hours
5:25pm Confirmation
7pm Worship

11

15
1-4pm Pastor
Office Hours

10

11am
Green Bay
Conference
Annual
Meeting

16
17
12pm Cluster Mtg.

18

24

25

5:25pm Confirmation

7pm Worship

Valentine’s Day

19
9am Worship
Sunday School
11am Connections CC

20
21
6:30am Bible Study,
9am-3pm
Pastor Office Hrs. Riverview Rest., Kiel
5:30 Worship &
Music

22
1-4pm Pastor
Office Hours

23

5:25pm Confirmation

7pm Worship

President’s Day

28
26
27
6:30am Bible Study,
9am Worship
9am-3pm
Pastor Office Hrs. Riverview Rest., Kiel
Sunday School
11am Connections CC
9
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Coleen Allee

MaryJo
Muellenbach

Barb Spiegel

Heidi Aprill

Barb Spiegel

Dick Welsch

Becca Zimmerman

Coleen Allee

Andy Anderson

March 26, 2017

March 19, 2017

March 12, 2017

March 5, 2017

February 26, 2017

Barb Spiegel

Anne Sellen

Julie
Schumacher

Scott Rickert

READER

Miki Wise

Cobble Family

Deehr Family

Laurie Argall

Rachel Barrett

Becca
Zimmerman

Dick Welsch

Rachel Barrett

Aschenbach Family Kathy Welsch

Aprill Family

Jaclyn Schreiner

Anne Sellen

February 19, 2017

Davila Family

Julie Schumacher

Randy
Schumacher

February 12, 2017

Wayne Zwart

February 5, 2017

Annette Pleshek

GREETER

MaryJo
Muellenbach

COMMUNION COMMUNION
ASSIST
SET-UP

Jennica
Krebsbach

Anne Sellen

Pat & Jerry
Jensen

Karen & Jaremy
Cobble

Jennica
Krebsbach

COUNTER

Dave Leithold
Gary Meyer

Zoe Zimmerman

Pat & Jerry Jensen Matthew Stephany

Anne Sellen

Pat & Jerry
Jensen

Cheryl & Craig Heller Noah Schumacher Karen & Jaremy
Cobble

Claire Kolberg

Tyler Jeanty

Rachel Barrett
Jaremy Cobble

Dianne & Al Fett

Braden Aprill

Andy Anderson
Matt Aprill

Cambria Deehr

Wayne Zwart
Coleen Allee

Emilie Haapala

ACOLYTE

USHER

Kathy & Dick Welsch

WORSHIP HELPER LIST

